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UK Component 1 & 2

Source questions
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• Some did not discuss the source content sufficiently 
which is not ideal, as the source content needs to be 
the basis of the answer.

• Students should be more explicit in their use of the 
source so examiners can be sure that they are 
basing their answer on the source. 

• Better responses cited the source regularly, making 
effective use of quotes to guide the direction of the 
discussion.

• At the lower end of the scale were students who did 
little more than use the source as a comprehension 
exercise, explaining both sides of the arguments.

Challenges with sources (1)
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Challenges with sources (2)

• Some students simply agreed with one side in the 
contested source debate and failed to provide 
evaluation to reject the opposing view. 

• Candidates were unable to offer a clear line of 
argument throughout, instead just summarising both 
sides of the argument, and suffered accordingly with 
their AO3 marks. 

• So the key weakness here (and across all 30-mark 
answers) was a failure to commit to one side and 
say why that side was the stronger.

• Where candidates did try to contrast arguments from 
the source, quite often they were unrelated 
arguments, so the comparison was hard to assess.
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Challenges with sources (3)

• Better responses compared the opposing arguments 
directly, rather than in separate halves of the essay.

• The best answers were able to consider opposing 
arguments in conjunction with one another before 
reaching a judgement as to which was the stronger  
argument. 

• These responses also made evaluative judgements 
throughout their essay, offering sustained evaluation 
throughout, so their concluding paragraph flowed 
from what had been argued throughout, but this was 
rare. 
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1a. Using the source, evaluate the view 
that the outcomes of general elections 

are stable and predictable.
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Paper 1 qu.1a exemplar

This 
introduction
outlines the 
views from the 
sources, 
identifying key 
points and then 
offers a view 
which answers 
the question.
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Paper 1 qu.1a exemplar
This counter-point
shows the student 
using the source 
effectively by 
referencing it to 
illustrate their 
point. Also, the 
student is 
considering the 
different opinion of 
social factors 
(comparative 
analysis – AO2).
to the view they 
considered in the 
first paragraph (not 
shown). Additionally, 
in the opening 
sentence they add 
an AO3 judgement.
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Paper 1 qu.1a exemplar
This counter-
point shows 
how, having 
recognised 
one side of the 
argument in 
their first 
section (not 
shown), they 
critique it with 
the argument 
they consider 
stronger. Their 
judgement can 
be seen 
throughout the 
paragraph.
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Paper 1 qu.1a exemplar

This opening point shows a good linking sentence at the end where they begin 
their evaluation by rejecting the view they have just outlined. In their next 
paragraph (not shown), the student goes on to discuss why elections are actually 
not predictable any more.
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Paper 1 qu.1a exemplars

These conclusions all do the job of 
concluding with the view they have 
argued throughout the essay.
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1b. Using the source, evaluate the view that 
proportional representation would improve 

elections to the Commons.
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Paper 1 qu.1b exemplar

Here the 
introduction
has served its 
purpose. They 
have referenced 
the source, 
given context to 
the question and 
expressed a 
judgement.
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Paper 1 qu.1b exemplar

In this introduction,  
the student has 
done the same, but 
at considerably 
more length. There 
is a debate as to 
whether this was the 
most efficient use of 
the time given that 
the previous 
examples fulfilled 
the same purpose in 
a much shorter 
amount of space 
and time.
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Paper 1 qu.1b exemplar

In this opening 
point, the 
student is 
discussing the 
issue of turnout, 
referencing the 
source directly.

Here the student 
is developing the 
argument by 
exploring the 
point in more 
depth (logical 
reasoning – AO2).
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Paper 1 qu.1b exemplar
In their counter-
point, the same 
student is 
considering the 
alternative view 
to the view 
expressed in the 
opening point in 
depth (AO2), as 
well as 
expressing a 
view (AO3) at the 
beginning.
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Paper 1 qu.1b exemplar
In this point and counter-
point, the student is 
discussing how 
representative each system 
is.

Here they are refuting the 
above point by suggesting 
that representation is not just 
about numbers, but about 
making a connection and 
supporting one’s 
constituents. They also begin 
and end their counter-point 
with their view

Again, they are using 
examples to explore in depth 
the point they are making.
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1a. Using the source, evaluate the view that 
devolution is in danger of undermining the 

unity of the UK.
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Paper 2 qu.1a exemplar

Here the student has written an introduction by referencing the source and 
summarising both sides of it, but concluding that one side is stronger.
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Paper 2 qu.1a exemplar

This interim 
judgement 
comes after both 
sides have been 
considered and 
addressed. The 
student is using 
an interim 
judgement to 
clarify their view. 
This is another 
effective way of 
addressing AO3 
throughout the 
essay.



23

Paper 2 qu.1a exemplar

Here, in a 
point and 
counter-point, 
the student is 
using the 
source to  
consider both 
sides while still 
identifying 
which one is 
the stronger 
one in their 
opinion.
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Paper 2 qu.1a exemplar
Here, in their 
opening point, the 
student is using the 
source effectively 
by referencing it 
and then by 
exploring the point 
raised in more 
detail by bringing in 
own knowledge, 
showing good AO1 
skills.

The student 
continues towards 
the end of the 
section to reject an 
opposing argument 
as being weaker, 
showing good AO3 
skills.
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1b. Using the source, evaluate the view that 
Prime Ministers have too much power.



26

Paper 2 qu.1b exemplar
In their opening point 
the student is taking 
points from the source 
and using their own 
knowledge to add 
explanation. By exploring 
the points raised in the 
source in this detail they 
are scoring highly in AO1 
and AO2 marks.

It’s also worth noting that 
students can reference 
the source without 
directly quoting it.



27

Paper 2 qu.1b exemplar

In the counter-point of 
their answer, the same 
student goes on to 
challenge their point by 
using counter-points 
raised in the source.

Here we see the 
student addressing the 
points from the source 
directly and adding 
some of their own 
analysis.
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Paper 2 qu.1b exemplar
This is the final 
part of a counter-
paragraph 
arguing against a 
point made prior 
to this. 

Here the student 
is arguing the 
case for their side 
rather than just 
stating two 
different sides to 
an argument. 
They conclude 
their paragraph 
with their 
judgement.
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Paper 2 qu.1b exemplar

This conclusion sums up the discussion had throughout the essay and concludes 
that PM’s do not have too much power. It is important to note that this student 
argued this throughout the response as well as confirming this in their conclusion.



UK Component 1 & 2

Essay questions
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• Since marks for the AOs are equal, it was as important 
for candidates to reach a reasoned  conclusion (AO3) as 
it was to analyse (AO2) and provide facts (AO1).

• Some responses were largely narrative – or often seen 
as ‘story telling’ and full of AO1 – but underperformance 
on the essays was again linked to ineffective means of 
hitting all the AOs.

• Weaker essays were not well-planned or thought through 
– and the candidates changed their views and opinions 
regularly in the response.

• So, as with the sources, the key weakness was not 
committing to one side and say why that side was the 
stronger.

Challenges with essays
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Paper 1 qu.2a

2a. Evaluate the view that think-tanks, lobbyists 
and pressure groups have little impact on 
government decisions.
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Paper 1 qu.2a exemplar

This 
introduction
outlines both 
sides of the 
debate before 
outlining the 
view that the 
essay will take.
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Paper 1 qu.2a exemplar
This counter-point is 
looking at think-tanks 
and is suggesting that 
they aren’t able to 
influence government. 
Their AO3 came in the 
form of interim 
judgements. 

This student wrote 
three separate 
sections, each one 
considering the 
effectiveness of each 
type of group. They 
included an interim 
judgement at the end 
of each section.
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Paper 1 qu.2a exemplar

This response was not 
typical, but it was very 
effective. 

The student took a 
different theme in each 
section (here it’s the 
method of behind the 
scenes/personal 
pressure) and 
discussed all three 
groups – balancing the 
effectiveness of each 
and also comparing 
them.
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Paper 1 qu.2b

2b. Evaluate the view that the only political 
parties that matter in our political system are 
the Labour and Conservative parties.
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Paper 1 qu.2b exemplar

Here, in their 
opening point, 
the student is 
discussing the 
role of FPTP in 
whether minor 
parties matter.

Here the student 
is developing the 
issue (logical 
reasoning –
AO2) and 
relating it back 
to the question.
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Paper 1 qu.2b exemplar
Here the same 
student is critiquing 
the same issue in 
their counter-point
by discussing why 
FPTP does not help 
the main parties.

They are using 
examples, not just to 
exemplify (AO1), but 
also to explore in 
more depth the point 
they are making 
(AO2). They are 
making their 
examples work hard 
to help them critique 
the previous 
paragraph.
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Paper 1 qu.2b exemplar

Above, the student is outlining one side 
of the argument in their opening point 
(only part of the paragraph is shown here)

They follow it with a counter-point, 
where they are not only giving the 
opposing view (AO2), but explaining 
why they think it is the stronger view 
(AO3). Notice also the excellent use of 
examples which develop the points they 
make very effectively.
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Paper 1 qu.2b exemplar

The role of the 
conclusion is to 
tie the essay 
together and 
reiterate, briefly, 
what has come 
before it. Both 
these conclusions 
summarise their 
essay while 
reaffirming their 
clear judgement.
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Paper 2 qu.2a

2a. Evaluate the view that membership of the EU 
undermined parliamentary sovereignty.
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Paper 2 qu.2a exemplar

This introduction is an excellent example of providing context, defining only 
the relevant terms and, albeit with some qualification, answering the question 
by rejecting the assertion. 
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Paper 2 qu.2a exemplar
This student is showing 
excellent detailed 
knowledge and presents 
both views in their 
section. However, 
despite a brief  
evaluative sentence 
starter at the bottom, 
they have not argued the 
case particularly 
effectively of the side 
they believe to be 
stronger. While AO3 is 
evident, it is not at as 
high a level as the AO1. 
Students need to 
concentrate on meeting 
all three AOs to score 
highly in essays.
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Paper 2 qu.2a exemplar

The student, in 
this counter-
point, is 
disagreeing with 
the point made 
above (not 
shown) and then, 
in an interim 
judgement, 
reasserting their 
views.
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Paper 2 qu.2b

2b. Evaluate the view that although the House of 
Lords has less power than the House of 
Commons, in practice it exerts more influence 
on government decisions.
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Paper 2 qu.2b exemplar

An example of an introduction which outlines the two sides of the debate 
and then presents a clear line of argument.
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Paper 2 qu.2b exemplar

Above, the student is outlining one side of 
the argument in their opening point.
(only part of the paragraph is shown)

Then, in the following counter-point, they 
are not only giving the opposing view 
(AO2), but explaining why they think it is 
the stronger view (AO3). 
(only part of the paragraph is shown here)
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Paper 2 qu.2b exemplar

This snippet from a paragraph shows the option of an interim judgement to 
express AO3. The student has discussed both arguments and now in an 
additional paragraph has assessed which one is most valid. 
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Paper 2 qu.2b exemplar

Here are two 
examples of 
making synoptic 
links in a 
Component 2 
essay. 



Component 1

Core ideas questions
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• 24-mark ideas questions have a different stem, 
‘To what extent do …’

• This will usually be followed by asking students to 
compare the way the strands within that ideology agree 
and differ over the topic raised, e.g. the state.

• As such the nature of the comparison (AO2) and 
judgement reached (AO3) are different.

• Comparisons (AO2) will need to be made about areas of 
agreement within the strands over the topic, as well as 
areas of disagreement.

AOs in 24-mark 
ideas questions
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• Due to the question stem, the judgement (AO3) required 
is not simply on whether there are similarities or 
differences, but whether there are more similarities 
than differences (or vice versa).

• Ideas answers need an introduction and conclusion as 
this is where the AO3 judgements will be included.

• Moreover, the AO3 judgment should be made in the 
paragraphs linked to the AO2 comparisons made.

AOs in 24-mark 
ideas questions
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Question 3 general points

• As Question 3 has a different stem, the nature of 
comparative analysis and evaluation is different than 
on Questions 1 and 2. 

• For ideas questions, students need to evaluate 
whether the similarities were greater than the 
differences within the named ideology over the issue 
raised. 

• Most students were unable to come to a sustained 
judgement like this as too many students were not 
comparing strands within their answer. Centres need 
to focus on this going forward.

• Very few candidates were caught by the ‘thinkers 
cap’, and almost all of those who were had an 
otherwise weaker answer so were not significantly 
affected by it. 
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3a. To what extent do socialists have conflicting 
views over how the economy should operate?

3b. To what extent are conservatives united in 
their view of society?

Core ideas questions
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Paper 1 qu.3 exemplars

This introduction recognises 
disagreements only, but not 
whether they are greater than 
agreement.

This introduction addresses 
the issue of divides, but does 
not come to a judgement 
about which is greater.
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Paper 1 qu.3 exemplar

This 
introduction
addresses 
agreement and 
disagreement, 
and gives a 
clear judgement 
as to which one 
is greater.
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Paper 1 qu.3 exemplar
In order to address all the 
AOs, the best structure for 
Ideas essays is a themed 
approach, that is, looking 
at more than one strand 
within a paragraph. 

This enables students to 
address all three AOs 
effectively.

Here the student is looking 
at similarities between 
social democrats and the 
Third Way.

(The student then goes on to contrast 
this with differences between them in the 
next paragraph, and then differences 
between them and Revolutionary 
Socialists in the final one.)
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Paper 1 qu.3 exemplar
Here a student is addressing 
their previous paragraph and 
critiquing it by arguing that 
the agreements within 
Conservatism they identified 
are not as significant as the 
disagreements outlined here.

They are identifying that 
although (in the previous 
paragraph) both one-nation 
and traditional conservatives 
support paternalism, in fact 
they define it in different 
ways. 

(The student goes on in their final 
paragraph to argue that there are even 
greater differences between the New Right 
and these two strands.)
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Paper 1 qu.3 exemplars

As in 30-mark essays, the 
role of the conclusion is 
to tie everything together 
and confirm the 
judgement made 
throughout the essay. 
The top conclusion does 
not really do this; instead 
it outlines differences 
between them. 

The second conclusion 
focuses more on the 
extent of disagreement 
versus agreement, and 
comes to a judgement … 
just!



Component 2

Non-core ideas questions
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3a. To what extent does anarchism have a 
coherent view on the economy?

3b. To what extent is an anarchist society a 
realistic goal?

Anarchism questions



62

Paper 2 qu.3 exemplar

Here, in their introduction, the student is clearly identifying that there are 
more disagreements than similarities in anarchist views of the economy.
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Paper 2 qu.3 exemplar
Here the student is 
identifying areas of 
similarity in their first 
paragraph before 
going on in later 
paragraphs to argue 
that the differences 
are more 
fundamental. It is 
essential that 
students do not 
forget to address 
both sides. 

Also, note the highly 
effective use of a 
key thinker, Emma 
Goldman.
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Paper 2 qu.3 exemplar

…and then 
finally 
concluding that 
despite, some 
similarities, 
fundamentally 
anarchists 
disagree more 
than they agree.
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Ecologism questions

4a. To what extent do ecologists have concerns 
over economic growth?

4b. To what extent do ecologists argue that 
radical change in society is necessary?
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Paper 2 qu.4 exemplar
This introduction 
outlines the 
argument that the 
student will follow … 
that, despite general 
agreement, the 
disagreement is 
more fundamental.

… and this 
conclusion ties the 
essay together.
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Paper 2 qu.4 exemplar

The beginning of 
this paragraph 
identifies agreement 
and disagreement…

it then goes on to 
explain the general 
view of ecologists…

before continuing 
with an analysis of 
divisions.
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Paper 2 qu.4 exemplar
The student starts 
by outlining that this 
is the most 
fundamental 
division….
It then goes on to 
suggest agreement 
between two 
ecologists… 
but then continues 
to suggest that the 
agreement is 
superficial and in 
fact there is clear 
and fundamental 
disagreement.
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Feminism questions

5a. To what extent do feminists agree on human 
nature?

5b. To what extent do feminists disagree about 
the nature of the society they wish to create?
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Feminism questions:
general points

• It seemed as well that a significant minority of candidates were 
unable to develop the views of the key thinkers either in detail or, at 
times, accurately. This suggests some centres are focusing too much 
on non-key thinkers such as Mary Wollstonecraft, Betty Friedan and 
Shulamith Firestone. 

• Of the strands of feminism, radical feminism seems to be least well 
understood. Many candidates ascribed the views of difference or 
separatist feminists to all radical feminists, when they represent a 
small minority of feminists overall. ‘Political lesbianism’ was often 
misunderstood and exaggerated. 

• The key area for candidates to practise is comparing and contrasting 
the views of different feminists, so that answers explicitly consider 
the degree of difference between their positions.

• Weaker answers also lacked a clear structure and comparison and 
AO3. 
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Paper 2 qu.5 exemplar

Here the student is showing areas of agreement within the different strands of 
feminism in their first paragraph where they are focusing on ‘equality 
feminists’. Please note, however, that the two feminists quoted are not among 
the five named Key Thinkers in the specification.
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Paper 2 qu.5 exemplar
In the next 
paragraph, they 
are identifying 
disagreements 
as well as some 
agreement 
within the 
strands. 

The most 
important thing 
in the structure 
of Ideas essays 
is to ensure that 
all paragraphs 
contain 
comparisons of 
at least two 
strands.
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Multiculturalism questions

6a. To what extent are conservative criticisms of 
multiculturalism justified?

6b. To what extent do multiculturalists disagree 
over the role of the state?
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Paper 2 qu.6 exemplar

This introduction highlights the argument the student will continue throughout 
their essay.
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Paper 2 qu.6 exemplar

In this paragraph, the student is comparing different opinions of conservative 
criticisms.
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Paper 2 qu.6 exemplar
The student 
introduces the 
argument they will 
be following in their 
essay…

Their first point 
begins with Liberal 
multiculturalism but, 
in the same 
paragraph (not fully 
shown), they bring 
in disagreements 
with other strands, 
hence raising their 
AO2 marks.
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Paper 2 qu.6 exemplar

Here the 
student is 
picking a 
theme and 
then 
addressing 
how different 
strands of 
multi-
culturalism 
disagree over 
it.



78

Paper 2 qu.6 exemplar

…and then concluding by asserting that multiculturalists disagree over the 
state.
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Nationalism questions

7a. To what extent is nationalism regressive?

7b. To what extent does nationalism divide 
rather than unite societies?
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Paper 2 qu.7 exemplars

Here are three introductions. 
The first one defines some 
terms and outlines, in order 
the most to least regressive. 
It does not outline the view 
the essay will be taking.
The second and third ones 
outline the view they plan to 
argue, which is a key 
component for AO3 marks.
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Paper 2 qu.7 exemplar
Here the student is 
reinforcing the view 
that nationalism isn’t 
progressive by 
comparing the 
different strands in 
the same 
paragraph. 

Please note, 
however, that 
students, ideally, 
should be 
encouraged to lead 
with the strands first 
and then exemplify 
with the thinkers, 
rather than the other 
way round.
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Paper 2 qu.7 exemplar

Having outlined earlier 
in the paragraph why 
nationalism is a 
unifying force, here the 
student is challenging 
this idea by critiquing 
those points identifying 
the divisive elements 
within nationalism.
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Paper 2 qu.7 exemplars
The first conclusion 
seeks to express a 
point of view, mainly 
that it does divide 
society.

The second summarises 
the views of the different 
nationalism strands, but 
doesn’t answer the 
question by coming to a 
view about whether they 
are regressive overall. 



Component 3A (USA)

12-mark comparative 
and 30-mark essay 

questions
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• 12-mark comparative questions on 3a 
(USA) and 3b (Global) require AO1 and 
AO2 only.

• This means that students simply have to 
introduce AO1 that is relevant to the 
question and then compare this AO2 to 
find similarities, difference etc, depending 
on the wording of the question.

AOs in Component 3 
12-mark questions
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• The best way to do this is to take a theme 
and address the comparison within the 
paragraph.

• As there is no AO3, there is no 
requirement to reach a verdict or 
judgement.

• These questions also do not need 
introductions or conclusions.

AOs in Component 3 
12-mark questions
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• The most effective approaches to these questions 
were to identify clear differences/similarities etc, with 
explicit points made between the US and UK with 
exemplification. 

• Some candidates addressed questions with no direct 
comparisons, but this was only a small minority of 
candidates. These gained limited AO2 marks. 

• Some wasted time including similarities, when 
differences were asked for (or vice versa), and 
gained no credit. Candidates should be reminded to 
answer the question as set, as this was a common 
error in all the 12-mark comparative questions. 

• Stronger responses referred back to the wording of 
the question in each paragraph, rather than drifting 
into general descriptions.

USA Q1 and Q2: 12-mark 
comparative questions
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Paper 3A qu.1a

1a. Examine how interest groups in the USA are 
more effective at protecting civil rights than 
pressure groups in the UK. 
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Paper 3A qu.1a exemplar
This is the 
opening 
paragraph of the 
answer; no 
introduction was 
needed.
Here the 
student is 
comparing US 
and UK 
pressure groups 
in each 
paragraph. They 
are explaining 
only why US 
pressure groups 
are more 
effective, as the 
question asks.
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Again, here the 
student is identifying 
an issue, access 
points again, and 
examining how this 
affects pressure 
groups in the UK 
differently to the US.

Notice also that the 
student is 
referencing rights 
throughout the 
answer.

Paper 3A qu.1a exemplar
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Paper 3A qu.1b

1b. Examine how devolution in the UK differs 
from federalism in the USA.
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Paper 3A qu.1b exemplar
Here the student is 
addressing a difference in 
each paragraph.

They are addressing both the 
US Congress and then 
comparing it to the UK 
Parliament and explaining the 
differences only!

By using phrases like 
however, whereas, unlike etc, 
students can maximise their 
comparative analysis.

It’s worth noting that the 
student began their response 
like this with no introduction. 
This approach is to be 
encouraged.
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Paper 3A qu.1b exemplar
Here the student is 
discussing the issue 
of sovereignty within 
devolution and 
federalism, which they 
refer to in the opening 
line of their 
paragraph. 

The student is being 
highly comparative in 
analysing the 
differences in the two 
systems (only part of 
the answer is shown 
here).
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Paper 3A qu.2

2. Analyse the different legislative powers of the 
UK Parliament and the US Congress.
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Paper 3A qu.2 exemplar
The key to AOs in this 
question is to answer the 
question first and then 
apply the comparative 
theory.

Like Question 1, to 
maximise AOs it’s best to 
take a themed approach 
and address the US and 
UK within each paragraph.

Again, no introduction or 
conclusion is needed, as 
there is no AO3 and no 
need to address the extent 
of differences/similarities; 
remember to answer only 
what the question asks.
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Paper 3A qu.2 exemplar

In this example, 
the student is 
clearly 
distinguishing 
between the 
sovereignty of the 
UK Parliament and 
the lack of it in the 
US Congress.
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Paper 3A qu.3a

3a. Evaluate the view that US foreign policy is 
dominated as much by Congress as by the 
presidency.
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Paper 3A qu.3a exemplar

Here the 
introduction
has fulfilled the 
requirements of 
an introduction. 
They have given 
context to the 
question, 
addressed both 
sides and 
expressed a 
judgement.
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Paper 3A qu.3a exemplar

Here, in their 
counter-point, the 
student is arguing 
against a previous 
paragraph. 
The evaluation 
(AO3) is woven 
throughout the 
paragraph.
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Paper 3A qu.3b

3b. Evaluate the view that the effective working 
of the US Constitution depends more on interest 
groups than the Supreme Court. 
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Paper 3A qu.3b exemplar

Here, in a counter-
point, the student is 
arguing against a 
previous paragraph 
and coming to a 
view at the 
beginning and end 
of the paragraph. 

This means that it 
includes elements of 
all three 
Assessment 
Objectives.
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Paper 3A qu.3b exemplar

Again here the student, in their counter-point, is making it clear that they believe 
this is the stronger argument and exemplifying their argument well. The 
paragraph ends, as it begins, with their view (AO3).
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Paper 3A qu.3c

3c. Evaluate the view that the procedures for 
electing US presidents and members of 
Congress are not fit for purpose.
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Paper 3A qu.3c exemplar

In this 
counter-
point, the 
student is 
addressing  
procedures 
for electing a 
president. 

Notice how 
the student is 
arguing the 
case for their 
view, rather 
than just 
presenting 
an alternative 
view.
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Paper 3A qu.3c exemplar

Here, in an 
opening point, 
the student is 
addressing the 
issue of 
Congressional 
elections. 



Component 3B (Global)

12-mark comparative 
and 30-mark essay 

questions
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• The key to success in responding to the longer questions set 
is to recognise that the performance level of an essay is 
decided by all three of the Assessment Objectives. 

• A large proportion of candidates score well in AO1 by  
providing detailed and developed knowledge and 
understanding, but they failed to attain the marks that are 
available from AO2 and AO3. 

• The intellectual skills required to perform at the highest level in 
AO2 revolve around the ability to provide an analysis with 
logical reasoning, and by drawing on similarities and 
differences. 

• With AO3 the evaluation will, at the highest level, be based on 
fully effective judgements, which are consistently substantiated 
and lead to fully focused and justified conclusions. 

General comments
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Paper 3B qu.1a

1a. Examine the criticisms that have been made 
of the World Trade Organisation and the G7/8. 
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Paper 3B qu.1a exemplar

Here the student is 
addressing criticisms of 
both organisations.

Again, the student began 
their response like this, 
with no introduction. 

Here the student is 
exploring the criticisms 
in more depth.
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Paper 3B qu.1a exemplar

Again over the next two pages, this student is identifying criticisms of 
both institutions
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Paper 3B qu.1a exemplar

By applying a criticism which applies to both institutions, students will 
maximise their chances of scoring highly for AO2.
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Paper 3B qu.1b

1b. Examine the factors that have led to China 
and India being described as ‘emerging powers’.
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Paper 3B qu.1b exemplar

As with all 12-
mark questions, 
the comparative 
aspect requires 
students to 
make links and 
connections 
between two 
elements 
asked. Here it is 
India and 
China. The 
student here is 
effectively 
comparing India 
with China. 
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Paper 3B qu.1b exemplar

While this is a 
good answer, it is 
typical of a lot of 
answers which 
focused primarily 
on examples of 
China when 
answering about 
both countries. 
Ideally, both 
countries will be 
referenced 
effectively.
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Paper 3B qu.1b exemplar

The student is 
effectively 
comparing 
factors pertinent 
to both India 
with China 
which have led 
to them being 
described as 
emerging 
powers. 
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Paper 3B qu.2

2. Analyse how realists and liberals explain 
the likelihood of war and conflict. 
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Paper 3B qu.2 exemplar

The Q2 12-mark 
question requires 
students to make 
links and 
connections 
between liberal and 
realist perspectives.
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Paper 3B qu.2 exemplar

Here the student 
is contrasting the 
two different 
perspectives of 
realists and 
liberals by looking 
at their view of 
human nature and 
linking it to their 
view on the 
likelihood of war.
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Paper 3B qu.2 exemplar

This answer 
is again 
effectively 
comparing 
the two views 
of realists and 
liberals to 
explain the 
likelihood of 
war. 
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Paper 3B qu.3a

3a. Evaluate the extent to which globalisation 
has made the world unipolar rather than 
multipolar.
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Paper 3B qu.3a exemplar

Here the student is 
discussing cultural 
arguments and 
explaining what they 
are and how they 
can dominate.
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Paper 3B qu.3a exemplar

The student is 
continuing here, 
concluding that 
globalisation has 
enhanced 
unipolarity.
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Paper 3B qu.3b

3b. Evaluate the extent to which human rights 
are more effectively protected by humanitarian 
intervention than by international courts and 
tribunals.
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Paper 3B qu.3b exemplar

Here the student is considering the view that invention can be effective in 
their opening point…
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Paper 3B qu.3b exemplar

…before arguing in their counter-point that, in fact, humanitarian 
intervention is not effective.
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3c. Evaluate the extent to which regional bodies 
are effectively able to challenge individual 
states for influence in global politics.

Paper 3B qu.3c
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Paper 3B qu.3c exemplar

This introduction clearly outlines what it will address and identifies a view 
which it carries out through the essay.
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Paper 3B qu.3c exemplar

Here the essay is arguing that NATO has not challenged individual states. 
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